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Lost in Libraries
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Gutted by Google
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Herbert Bayer (ed.) 1953: World Geo-Graphic Atlas

Culled by Collectors
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Atlas database
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Atlas of the Republik

of Tartastan

The changing world of national atlases
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Atlas of the Republik

of Tartastan

Atlas of autonomous 

region of Gagauzia

The changing world of national atlases
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developed by the students and faculty at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich.

The changing world of national atlases
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The changing world of national atlases
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nationalatlas.gov



E. Losang – Leibniz-Institute for Regional Geography – Where have all the Atlaeses gone? – EuroCarto 2015, Vienna 12 November 2015 CARTOGRAPHY

National atlases – a framework of challenges
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nationalatlas.gov

The changing world of national atlases

To do history 

is to keep the past alive 



E. Losang – Leibniz-Institute for Regional Geography – Where have all the Atlaeses gone? – EuroCarto 2015, Vienna 12 November 2015 CARTOGRAPHY

DAPRO Project Structure

Searching for a National Atlas of …
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Searching for a National Atlas of Madagascar

OK – lets move to libraries!
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Searching for a National Atlases

• no information but bibliographic data (MARC Notation)

• hard to find because one often don’t even know the title to 

look for e.g. 

• Magyarorszag Nemzeti Atlasza (Hungary)

• Atlasul Republicii Romania (Romania)

• Lack of information on topics, size, types of maps etc.

• Lack of images, sample pages

• Lack of additional material related to the atlas project e.g. 

website, publications on the specific atlas

• there is no comprehensive National Atlas Database in 

existence covering these issues
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National Atlas Database

atlanten.nationalatlas.de

http://atlanten.nationalatlas.de/
http://atlanten.nationalatlas.de/
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From database to information system –
questions and requirements

- How to deal with national atlases that normally being 

primarily treated as regional atlases (Nationality Atlas)?

- Providing high or at least medium resolution scans of the 

atlases 

- Add information on the projects context (funding, 

sponsorship) 

- Option to add comments and add. Information (registered 

users)

- Add information where the atlas can be used physically 

(linking library entries/information)

- Add specific (cascading) filters for searching the database

http://atlanten.nationalatlas.de/
http://atlanten.nationalatlas.de/
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From database to information system

EXTENDING LINKING

LOD compatible

Metadata Structure

Integrated strategy

National

Atlas 

Database

Literature

compendium

Crowdsourced

add. information

Map Index 

Sheets

Libraries

(Bib. Data, Coll.)

Atlas collections

(Bib. Data, Coll.)

Research

environments
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Metadata standards

MARC (Machine-Readable Cataloging) standards are a set of digital formats for the 

description of items catalogued by libraries, such as books. MARC formats, and 

UNIMARC, widely used in Europe. is based on the ANSI standard Z39.2, which 

allows users of different software products to communicate with each other and to 

exchange data.

Massachusetts.

Topographical Survey Commission.

Atlas of Massachusetts /

from topographical surveys made in co-

operation by the United States Geological 

Survey and the Commissioners of the 

Commonwealth, 1864-1888 ; United States 

Geological Survey

Atlas of Massachusetts, 1884-1890

Preliminary edition, subject to correction.

Boston :     Published by the Commission at its 

Office,1890.
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Metadata standards – complement the system

RDA: Resource Description and Access 

is the new standard for resource 

description and access designed for the 

digital world. 

RDA provides a comprehensive set of 

guidelines and instructions on resource 

description and access covering all types 

of content and media.

RDA can be linked to different standards 

via interface, thus open up meta data 

management to external services.

RDA is compatible to MARC21 and will

replace/complement this standard over 

the next five years.
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Metadata standards – complement the system
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“Data Harvesting” - JSTOR-API
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“Data Harvesting” - JSTOR-API
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Outlook

Production steps (2016)

• bilingual frontend

• open the system for user comments

• link database to specific Libraries

• implement a linked review section (International Electronic 

Journal Index, Spec. cartographic Journals, International 

Bibliography of reviews - IBR)

• implement a JSTOR API 

• Project with the Bavarian State Library on improving 

implementation metadata  concepts for atlases

• discuss a strategy of long term archiving CD/DVD atlases



E. Losang – Leibniz-Institute for Regional Geography – Where have all the Atlaeses gone? – EuroCarto 2015, Vienna 12 November 2015 CARTOGRAPHY

Outlook

• Production/development steps (2017)

• implement a linked compendium of national atlases 

related literature (no reviews)

• implement a graphic time-space search module

• open the database for collaborative information input

Development steps (2018)

• Integration fo additional content related research tools

(LOD research API)

• Defining a strategy of long term archiving online atlases



For more information get in touch:

E_Losang@ifl-leipzig.de

Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Leipzig, Germany

Department for Cartography and Visual Communication

Let‘s save the Atlases
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A propos names

• NAtlantIS - Nationalatlanten Informationssystem

National Atlas Information System

• ARE - Atlas Research Environment

• NARE - National Atlas Research Envoironment

• NAVRE     - National Atlas Virtual research 

Environment

• HUMBOLDT

We are open for your ideas!

E_losang@ifl-leipzig.de



E. Losang – Leibniz-Institute for Regional Geography – Where have all the Atlaeses gone? – EuroCarto 2015, Vienna 12 November 2015 CARTOGRAPHY

Where are “all the Atlases”?

No inter library loan

Problem of Google scans

High resolution example maps

The disolved Atlas – David Rumsey

Atlases on non rewritable data storage (CD/DVD)

Soft- and  hardware Museum

The dissapearing Atlases on the Internet

New Atlas concepts  (entziehen nsich der Archivierung)


