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Extended Abstract 
 

The issues touched in the project are connected with an interdisciplinary 
approach to research about the changing development and management of 
space in Central Europe. This interdisciplinarity follows from the fact that 
the historical approach is intertwined with the geographical to research 
ancient reality written down on unique cartographic sources.  
 
The research object is to elaborate a method of utilising cartographic 
sources and to adapt other sources of spatial information for researching 
and presenting phenomena from the economic history.  
 
An image of pre-industrial Central Europe has been preserved in the folios 
of Prussian topographical maps Urmesstischblätter, which were published 
in the first half of the 19th century (Schroeder-Hohenwarth 1958). Ur-
messtischblätter were drawn up on a scale of 1:25,000. The folios for the 
analysed region were made circa 1822-33 on the basis of a table photograph 
taken after the first triangulation was performed (Jankowska 1993). Ur-
messtischblätter were drawn up only as manuscripts, which have survived 
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in excellent condition to the present day in the collections of the State Li-
brary in Berlin (Engelmann 1968). 
 
To capture changes in the studied area maps made after 1876 were issued. 
The second basic cartographic material is the Messtischblätter map. The 
folios constituting the basis of the comparative analysis were drawn up dur-
ing the period of economic change (Krauss 1969). This work is excellent for 
a comparative analysis with Urmesstischblätter due to the conformity of 
scale and the division into folios. The Messtischblätter was made based on 
the corrected second triangulation, and lithography was used as the print-
ing technology (Lindner 2003).  
 
Other sources of spatial information are: descriptions of landscape and 
space, retained statistical data, documents, inventories, or public registers. 
Another, important group consists of photographs, postcards and other 
figures and drawings relating to the former economic space. In addition, an 
important material comprises data collected during field work: data from 
GPS and photographs taken in selected areas of research. 
 
The value of the proposed research approach lies in the connection of the 
specificity of the aforementioned disciplines, their tools, approved theoreti-
cal foundations, and research methods. The common denominator is the 
period of history of economic development preceding the Industrial Revolu-
tion (Klemp 2000). We may consider the construction of railway lines as 
the primary spatial determinant (Shirley 2012).
 
Integrative interpretation of old maps and other source of spatial infor-
mation was presented on examples of small town situated in the central 
part of Wielkopolska region. The developed method allows to interpret in-
tegrated topographic and economic elements. As a result of these actions it 
becomes possible to create a multimedia visualization with integrated 
sources of spatial information. 
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